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BS 7671:2018+A4:2026 Requirements for Electrical Installations was issued on 15th April 2026
and may be implemented immediately.

BS 7671:2018+A2:2022+Corrigendum (May 2023)+A3:2024 remains current but will be
withdrawn on the 15th October 2026.
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Standard 6-month transition
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Regulation 110.11
The scope of what the Regulations apply to has been expanded to include:

« Stationary secondary batteries for storage and supply of electrical installations, and

 Power over Ethernet
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AFDDs

Regulation 421.1.7 (a)
Has been changed from higher risk residential buildings, to high rise

residential buildings.

This is to avoid confusion with the Building Safety Act 2022 and
Supplementary Provisions Regulations 2023 which define Higher-risk

Buildings.

No change to where AFDDs shall be used
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SPDs
Fig 534.5 — Connection points of an SPD assembly

OCPD 2- Overcurrent protective device

A
where specified by SPD manufacturer
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‘ ' ] A Joint Statement from BEAMA and the ENA
& e Use of the Distribution Network Operator (DNO) e na

it ; e e fuse for short-circuit protection of the surge  €nergynetworks
3 ik (=P ) protective device (SPD). association

(T L ——— Overcurrent protective device (OCPD) 2in BS 7671 Fig 534.5 may be omitted and OCPD 1 e.g. the DNO cut- Wiring Matters > Years > 2026 > 109 - April 2026 > Do SPDs require an overcurrent protective device?
out fuse used for the short-circuit protection of the SPD where all of the following apply:

(L}

* TheSPDisina or similar i

— -— -—
' ' - * The SPDis installed either inside a single-phase consumer unit {CU) conforming to BS EN (IEC) 2 . ' ' '
61439-3, or inside an her with a switch-di ied asa ite unit

conforming to BS EN (IEC) 60947-3. Both these products shall have a rated conditional short-circuit
current of 16 KA.
This conditional rating is qualified using a 100 A BS 88-3 (formerly BS 1361) fuse which also covers
60 A and 80 Afuse ratings. BS 1361 type Il and BS 88-3 fuse-link key performance characteristics are
[ i heref either is

® The SPD conforms to BS EN 61643-11.

* The SPD manufacturer’s instructions state that OCPD 2 can be omitted and specify the required
OCPD 1 characteristics.

* The SPD does not require withdrawal of the DNO cut-out fuse for its replacement or maintenance.

e . |

This position is in line with the safety aspects of the DNO cut-out not providing functional protection but
making it clear that it can be relied upon in itions to perfi ashort duration fault
role.

A1BKA iti rating for future rk and i fault levels over the
lifatime of the installation.

The Electricity Safety, Quality and Continuity Regulations (ESQCR) is not breached: Reg 25 regarding

making or altering a ion is not D! i by simply relying on the protective characteristics of
DNO equipment. The DNO OCPD1 remains to be owned and maintained by the DNO and is not changed by
the installer.

Do SPDs require an overcurrent protective device?

By: Michael Peace CEng MIET
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Parallel Generators (Solar, Batteries)

Regulation 551.7.2.2 sets out the requirements for the low voltage switchgear and
controlgear assembly when a generating set is used as an additional source of supply in
parallel with another source and the generating set is connected via LV switchgear.

There are now four options: @l > 1(i) + 1 (s)

(a) .= Lo+ L N —
(b) IHAZ In (ii) s SEsssssEEEssasREsssnEn p—
Lights
(C) InAZ ICLS(max) l f:::""f (L/c :how | Meter
(d) IHAZ ITCL = ooooo%)obooooo | ¢ m:-
L S 9_ B v._-oé__("f,_ | Bidirectional Device Required
jrrrereer
B @E@@ E} =L Consumer unit needs to have current
rating for both supplies:
i.,e. 100+ 16 = 116 A
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New Chapter 57 Batteries

| PAS 63100:2024
Electrical installations — Protection against
i fire of battery energy storage systems for

¢ use in dwellings — Specification

Regulation §70.6.7.203 requires Stationary secondary
batteries in dwellings shall be installed in a suitable

location taking account of Manufacturers instructions and
PAS 63100

Need Type B RCD unless:-

(a) the PCE provides at least simple separation between the AC
side and the DC side; or

(b) at least simple separation is provided between the PCE and the
RCD by means of separate windings of a Transformer; or

I "/ |&NetZero

(c) the PCE does not require a Type B RCD as stated by the J { '. — e
manufacturer of the PCE. e B
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716 New section on Power Over Ethernet

This deals with requirements for the distribution of ELV DC

What is Power Over

power using balanced, information technology cables and = Ethernet (PoE)?
accessories primarily designed for data transmission.

" Exploring the Technology That Powers Modern Networks &
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722 Electric vehicles

Regulation 722.421.1.7.201 clarifies that AFDDs are not
required for circuits supplying EV charging equipment
conforming to BS EN 61851 series that incorporate socket-
outlets or vehicle connectors conforming to BS EN |EC

62196-2.

Residual direct current protective devices (RDC-PD) conforming to BS IEC 62955 are
listed as an alternative device to using an RCD for automatic disconnection of supply.
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