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Welcome
Anne Godfrey

CEO
GS1 UK
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GS1 UK’s purpose

We harness the 

power of standards

to transform the way 

people work and live
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We are a global network

116
GS1 member organisations

6 billion
GS1 barcodes scanned daily

2 million +
Companies use GS1 standards

100 million
Products carry GS1 barcodes
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Our UK membership
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Our construction members
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GS1 standards enable the 
identification, capture 
and sharing of information 
in a common format.

Everything we do is built on standards

IDENTIFY CAPTURE SHARE
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Our approach

Efficient, effective 
supply chains

Helping industry be more 

efficient and more resilient 

by providing real time 

supply chain insights.

Informed, protected 
consumers

Putting key product 
information in the palm of 
consumers’ hands - with a 

simple scan. 

Standards 
into action

Demonstrating a pragmatic 
approach to solving problems 

online, in store, on a 
construction site or

on the ward.
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Safety Sustainability Traceability
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Key drivers of digital transformation
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Manufacturer Transport and logistics
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Standards in action – supply chain

Grower

GS1 standards are used to identify 
locations and items at the start of the food  

supply chain.

Location information is assigned at the 
manufacturer and used to identify 

locations including factories and  loading 
docks. Other GS1 standards are used to 

identify pallets that enable the tracking of 
shipments.

GS1 standards are used to identify trade 
items, logistics units and warehouse 

locations.
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Retail distribution centre Retailer Consumer

GS1 electronic messaging standards are 
used to verify receipt of cases and pallets 

from the wholesaler or distributor.

GS1 Global Trade Item Numbers (GTINs) 
and corresponding batch/lot numbers and 
sell by dates encoded into a GS1 barcode 
are used to drive inventory replenishment, 
and help enhance product traceability and 

more precise recalls.

GS1 standards support different fulfilment 
options, whether delivery to home, work, 

Pick Up Drop Off (PUDO) or collect-in-
store. Global Trade Item Numbers (GTINs) 

help locate product availability, Global 
Location Numbers (GLNs) help identify 

pick-up and store locations.
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Standards in action – retail
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AssetsProducts PlacesPeople

GS1 standards are used to 
uniquely identify patients and 

staff, allowing for greater 
visibility throughout a 

patient’s care journey to 
improve patient safety.

GS1 standards are used to 
uniquely identify, track and 

trace products and devices as 
they are transferred through 
the supply chain and along 

the patient pathway.

Organisations and their 
locations, (departments, 

shelves or patient bays) are 
identified using GS1 

standards to enable full 
traceability to the point of 

care/use.

Assets used including oxygen 
bottles, medical equipment 
and monitors, are identified 

and tracked using GS1 
standards so the right 

equipment is in the right 
place when needed.
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Standards in action - healthcare
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Places

Global Location Numbers 

(GLNs) enable the unique 

identification of parties and 

locations, improving 

processes such as EDI and 

traceability.

Products

GS1 standards enable the 
identification, capture and 
sharing of product data

across the supply chain and 
built environment.

Assets

Assets such as air handling units, 
boilers and plant equipment can 
be uniquely identified using the 
Global Individual Asset Identifier 

(GIAI), meaning they can be 
better managed throughout their 

lifecycle.
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GS1 standards in construction
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Powering 
progress
Iain Walker

Industry engagement director

GS1 UK
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Inflation,
Ukraine,
material 

shortages

Legislation, 
identification 

and 
reliability

ESG, supply 
chain

trust and 
transparency

Data needed 
from plan to 
management 

Automation, 
future facing, 

inspiring 

15

Why now?

Navigate uncertainty – together - across the sector.
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The role of standards in a changing industry

Transparency through 
digitisation

Procurement & supply 
chain efficiency

Building Safety Act 
needs accurate product 

identification 
to deliver the golden 

thread
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The Building 
Safety Act
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Building
operators

Sub-
contractors

Builders 
merchants

ISO
certification

Clients

Environmental

Architect

Manufacturers

Suppliers

Regulators

Refurbishers

Deconstruct

Consultants

Distributors
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A complex landscape needs consistent data

• Unstructured data
• Own terms and 

definitions
• Manual data transfer
• Siloed systems

• Increased 
administration

• Increased cost
• Lack of visibility
• Wasteful and 

inefficient
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Why GS1 standards matter

19

Part no.

P012

Hager
Shutter/infill strip

Part no.

P012

EATON

Plate switch
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The impact of misidentification

Time loss Extra cost Trade 
restrictions

Loss of 
orders

Delivery 
impact
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How GS1 standards work
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GS1 standards: facilities management
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GS1 standards
around the 
world
Iain Walker

Industry engagement director

GS1 UK
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Ireland

“The future is having everything at 

our fingertips… it’s positive for 

patients, staff and the maintenance 

staff working in this environment.”

Peadar Hanlon, engineering officer
Children’s Health Ireland
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Video

GS1 Ireland Fleixon.mp4
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Sweden

“With GTIN as a standard in the 
construction industry, we enable 
both traceability in the construction 
process and that unique data can be 
linked to each product in the digital 
information flow.”

Lennart Skog, category manager, NCC

GTIN (Global Trade Item Number) as a common identifier of construction products. The recommendation is backed by the nationwide construction contractors (NCC, Peab, Skanska, 
JM, Veidekke, Byggmaterialindustrierna, Byggmaterialhandlarna and BIM Alliance)
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Norway

"The fact that we have now 
managed to carry out 80 per cent 
of a trading process digitally is a 
clear message to industry players 
that this is possible to achieve for 
everyone.”

Aleksander Bjaaland, CEO, Holte



© GS1 UK 2022 28

Finland

“The GTIN standard that identifies 
products, materials and 
prefabricated products, together 
with widely used product databases, 
enables a significant digital leap in 
the real estate and construction 
industry. We must take this leap 
together!”

Miro Ristimäki, digital group director of 

Skanska's digital services
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Australia

“Makes sure it gets to 
where it needs to be 
when it has to be there. 
One scan, all collected 
– done!”
Pat Mahony, manufacturing manager, Pandrol
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GS1 global centre of excellence

Sharing 
experience 

of standards 
adoption

Developing 
GS1 standards

Shaping 
policy

Collaborating 
with associations 

We are working with our colleagues around the world to leverage their expertise and solve 
the problems together. 
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Collaborating 
with the UK 
construction sector
Iain Walker

Industry engagement director

GS1 UK
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Our approach

Relevant 
proposition

Industry 
collaboration

Leveraging our 
global network
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Video

GS1 UK_construction_film_v14d 
(Original) (2).mp4
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Collaborating with industry
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Ease of adoption
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Our purpose

We harness the 

power of standards

to transform the way 

people work and live
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Get in touch

Iain Walker

Industry engagement director

GS1 UK

+44 (0)7442 784 695

iain.walker@gs1uk.org

www.gs1uk.org/construction

mailto:michelle.yeardley@gs1uk.org
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gs1uk.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAlex.Smith%40gs1uk.org%7C129cfae19fbc4d457e7008dace4a1e50%7Cbd9f5526e1ba4c7ca9b0d6339263e705%7C0%7C0%7C638049114970076945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nse1eZo5yhHbjg7rizZY2wIqbubhLg6DK5lhePrKl60%3D&reserved=0

