
wasteexperts.co.uk

WEEE Recycling – Legislation 
Update

Stewart Price – Scheme Manager 



wasteexperts.co.uk

Today we will cover

▪ The WEEE Sector

▪ Producer responsibility

▪ Distributor Obligations – Changes from Jan 
2021

▪ Storage and Treatment 
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WEEE Recycling

▪ WEEE – Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment

▪ Last year the UK WEEE Recycling and treatment 
sector collected and treated: 

▪ 491,212 Tonnes of Electronic waste 

▪ In total – 25% of all electronics sold in the UK

▪ Since 2007

▪ The industry has successfully treated and 
recycled 7,220,505 Tonnes of Electronic waste in 
the UK

▪ 30% Of all Electrical Equipment Placed Sold 
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▪ Save energy 

▪ Conserve natural resources

▪ Decrease landfilling 

▪ Reduce Pollution

▪ Protect the environment

▪ Legally and morally the right thing to do

Why we need to Recycle
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So why Recycle ?? 
Ferrous Metals

• Finite resources

• Mining is carbon Intensive

• Social implications – e.g. water 
scarcity

Plastics

• Oil finite resource – price 
expected to triple by 2030

• Carbon intensive mining for oil 

• Microplastics

Precious Metals

• Finite resources

• Often associated with unethical 
practices

• Expensive

▪ Re-Using and Re Purposing – Part of the 
answer

▪ We have to ensure we collect and treat 
properly

▪ We extract 55 billion tonnes of metals and 
minerals from planet Earth each year

▪ We have an Urban Mine at our disposal…

▪ Aluminum, Copper – smelted

▪ Plastics – Recycled or waste to energy
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▪ Harm to the environment 

▪ Groundwater damage 

▪ Air pollution 

▪ Marine pollution 

▪ Depletion of natural resources and 
precious metals 

What is the impact if we do nothing ? 
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SO WHAT ABOUT THE LAW?
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You are defined as a producer if:

▪ You manufacture and sell EEE (Electrical and Electronic Equipment) under your 
own brand in the UK

▪ Resell equipment made by someone else under their own brand (if the maker’s 
brand appears on the equipment, it is the producer)

▪ Import EEE on a commercial basis into the UK 

▪ Are established outside of the UK and supply EEE directly to the UK market by 
distance selling (for example online, mail order, by phone)

▪ If a business sells directly to end users via the internet  you are an obligated 
distributor.

Producer Definition 
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▪ Register with a Producer Compliance Scheme – if selling more than 5 tonnes on the 
market per year 

▪ Report Quarterly data to the Environment Agency

▪ Fund the collection and recycling of WEEE via your scheme – Different obligations for 
B2C and B2B

▪ National targets are apportioned to your scheme. 

▪ Currently over 6000 - Registered Producers – Mixture of Wholesaler, importers, 
distributors

▪ Distributor Take Back Obligations 

Producers Legal Requirement
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▪ From January 2021, all physical electrical and electronic retailers with electrical sales 
of over £100,000 per year are required to accept consumers’ old WEEE (Waste 
Electricals) in store and ensure that it is treated and recycled correctly.  

▪ Distributors are required to accept old waste electricals on a like-for-like basis. 

▪ Online retailers and smaller electrical and electronic retailers will be required to 
offer this service from January 2024 – But can access the DTS prior to this

The waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) regulations apply regardless of 
how you sell the products, whether direct or by internet, mail order or telephone.

Distributor Responsibilities – WEEE 
Regulations
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▪ Offer the in-store service for free, if you decide to offer a collection solution from 
customers home but you are able to charge to cover transport costs.  

▪ Give customers at least 28 days to bring back their waste item. 

▪ Take back all types of electrical and electronic equipment that you sell - you can 
choose to extend your service to cover all kinds of electrical and electronic waste – as 
an additional initiative if you wish. 

▪ You are required to inform your customers that you offer a take back solution –
Posters, leaflets to be included with products sold website etc… 

Distributor Responsibilities – Key 
Requirements
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▪ Small electronic equipment

▪ ‘Very small WEEE’ are classified as items of waste electrical and 
electronic equipment that are less than 25cm on their longest side.

▪ You must take back all items of ‘very small WEEE’ in store if your 
electrical and electronic equipment sales area is greater than 400 
square metres including aisle, display and shelf space.

▪ You must provide this service to everyone for free, regardless of 
whether they’ve bought anything from your store.

Distributor Responsibilities – Key 
Requirements
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Distributor Responsibilities – Storage of 
Waste ?
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Distributor Responsibilities – Storage of Waste ?
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Distributor Responsibilities – Storage of Waste ?
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▪ Waste exemption: NWFD 4 temporary storage at a collection point

▪ Allowed to store 30 Cubic Meters of WEEE for no longer than 3 
months -

▪ Must have an impermeable surface

▪ If charging for waste deposit then S2 Exemption is required 

▪ You must keep records of all electrical and electronic waste that 
you collect and dispose of

▪ Records showing where the product is disposed and treated

Storage of Waste 
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Lamp – Containers

1. You must store lamps in lidded, leakproof and weatherproof 
containers. The containers must prevent the ingress of water 
and the release of any lamp fragments should any lamps break. 

2. Containers must be designed and constructed to be sufficiently 
rigid and strong, so they do not distort or flex when being 
moved. Storage tubes are not recommended and should only 
ever be used for small numbers of lamps. If you do use them, 
they must be stored and handled in a manner to prevent them 
from rolling which may cause breakage of the Lamps. 

Guidance – Appropriate Measures
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WEEE Storage – Examples 
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Consequences of Non Compliance 

10,000 of which are individual 
prosecutions

Since 2000 Industry has been fined 
over £80 Million for Waste Crime

Over 20,000 prosecutions
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Enforcement and Prosecutions
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Legislation and Duty of Care Regulations apply to 
YOU

They are set out to:

▪ Protect the environment

▪ Prevent illegal treatment & disposal

▪ Promote recycling 

▪ Conserve the planets finite resources

And the Point of all this ? 
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Recycling Facility 
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Recycling Facility 
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▪ Environmental – Work with a provider that Increases your 
environmental credentials through maximum recycling and 
recovery rates

▪ Compliance - Achieve Duty of Care and waste management 
compliance with regulatory knowledge and experience

▪ Provide Compliant Containers

▪ Legislation – Ensure they offer best advice on WEEE industry 
market conditions and keeping up to date with changes to 
legislation

▪ Reporting – Provide tailored Management Information on 
recycling data

▪ Tailored Service – Bespoke and innovative waste management 
solutions personalized to your needs

What to look for in your waste 
management provider 
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THANK YOU
▪ Stewart Price  - Tel 07458 135505

▪ Stewart@wasteexperts.co.uk



Upcoming Legislation

Bob Bohannon, MSc, FSLL, MIET
Head of Policy & Academy at the Lighting Industry 
Association (LIA)



Time to say goodbye



Restriction of Hazardous Substances

RoHS

Mercury



Deadline 1 – February 23

▪ Compact Fluorescent (CFL ni)

▪ Circline T5



Deadline 2 – August 23

▪ Tubular Fluorescent 
▪ T5,   

▪ T8 18-58W,  

▪ T8 70W  and special lengths,



The Business Energy & Industrial 
Efficiency Department’s proposal for:

Minimum Energy Performance 
Standards in Light Sources

BEIS MEPS



Deadlines

▪ They want to bring the Tier 1 
regulation into force as soon as Sept 
2023

▪ The Tier 2, tougher restrictions will 
follow just 2 years later



Synopsis

 LED light sources have delivered large 
savings in energy over the last decade.

 BEIS want to improve that, by imposing 
tougher efficacy (lm/w) standards.

 Few would disagree with the aim, but the 
standards are tough, as proposed are overly 
simplistic and have a very tight timetable.



Supply chain implications

34

▪UK market is important to lighting equipment 
manufacturers, but is small compared with overall 
European or global markets

▪Light sources are not manufactured in the UK

▪The most efficient light sources are also the most 
expensive to procure

▪To meet the new BEIS MEPS Tier 1, 120 lm/w will 
require products to be reformulated, redesigned, 
resourced and repackaged. This cannot be cost 
free to the UK industry.

£££££££
££££££

£££££
££££

£££
££

£



Removal of 
product from the 
market – likely the 
biggest short-term 
impact



The Current 
state of the 
light source 
market in terms 
of energy 
efficiency

The effect of 
BEIS MEPS

60% Product cull 
at 120 lm/w

80% Product cull at 140 lm/w



Negotiations



Building Safety Bill

▪ Enabling Act 29thApril 2022

▪ “A Bill to make provision about the safety 
of buildings and the standard of 
buildings…”

▪ Grenfell Tower & The Hackitt Report



Competence

▪ Not just buildings at risk, its all buildings

▪ Not just checking after by Building Control

▪ Any designer must be able to convince the 
HSE that they have the competence to 
design and build the building in 
compliance with building regulations

▪ Emergency Lighting?



Building Regulations

Conservation of Energy

Updated in England (others to 
follow)

Compliance guides now moved 
into regulations (in England)



▪ Take effect 15th June (unless work 
had already started).

▪ Whole building, or Lighting Only –
based on National Calculation 
Methodology (as in programmes
such as SBEM).

▪ [Your] Building’s Emission Rate 
must not exceed the Target 
Emission Rate (they have lots of 
building types).

Building 
Regulations 
(England)



▪ Dwellings not to be over illuminated 
(what does that mean?)

▪ 75 lm/w (up from 45 lm/w)

▪ Local controls (can be manual)

▪ Exterior must be daylight linked and 
>75 lm/w (unless PIR).Dwellings



▪ Not to be over illuminated (From SLL 
Handbook/Code for Lighting)

▪ 95 luminaire/lm/w (average) was 60

▪ Or use LENI method

▪ Display 80 l/lm/w was 22 ! (Use LED)

▪ Colour tuneable / human centric some 
leeway at 65 l/lm/w

▪ Low occupancy (<16 hrs/day) spaces 
must have controls

▪ Must have daylight linking where 
daylight is available

Other than 
dwellings



Thank you

Any questions?


