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Non compliant cables and the CPR

An estimated 20% of cable products in the supply chain are non
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wholesaler and what difference will the Construction Products
Regulation (CPR) make?

Martin Boorman
UK Sales Manager
Prysmian Group.
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CASE 1: Infinity and Olsent Cables Australia

A 2010 -2013 Infinity and Olsent cables were imported and installed in an estimated
40,000 homes and commercial offices in Australia.

A Infinity and Olsent branded cables failed to meet electrical safety standards due to
poor quality insulation.

A To date, 27 suppliers have announced recalls of Infinity/Olsent cables.

A In August 2015, NSW Fair Trading issued a mandatory recall notice under the NSW
electrical safety regulations to a further 25 suppliers
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CASE 2: Ecables Australia

A In October 2014, Ecables were discovered to withstand half the
temperatures they claimed to.

A This discovery was only made 2 years after the cable had been in
circulation in Australia.

A Energy Safe Victoria (ESV), an independent technical regulator responsible
for electricity, gas and pipeline safety in Victoria, issued a mandatory recall
notice to E -Cables Pty Ltd for copper clad aluminium (CCA) power cable
with RE110 insulation supplied since 2011..

A These cables had been sold to electricians and were used in residential
buildings & hotels
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CASE 3: SKL Cables Australia

A In 2015, a batch of cables manufactured in
China and imported by SKL was found to
break down and become brittle prematurely.

520136 | d
i gSKE Electr?icoal Casbfe
Prohibition Notice

A The prohibition affected SKL brand TPS twin
and earth cable with marki
distributed by SKL Cables Australia Pty Ltd,

A The material used in these cables was not a
suitable compound that complied with
Australian safety standards

Prohibition notice applies to non
compliant SKL brand TPS electrical
cables (2013 models)
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Approved Cables
Initiative

Our aim is to stop swstandard, non

approved or dangerous cable entering the UK
market



Approved Cables Initiative
(ACI)
Established 2010 to educate
and inform the electrical
supply industry of sulz
standard, non-approved and
unsafe cable.

To date many millions of metres of
defective cable have been removed from
the market place.

AClI is the first initiative of its kind and
has Trading Standards and Health &
Safety Executive support




Sub-standard cable- not just a
UK problem-it is a worldwide
concern.

A France, China, South Korea, India, the Middle
East and Australia all reported issues with sub
standard cable recently.

A Some have better legislation for managing and
control their import:

and/or display of nonomplalnt cables and low
voltage electrical wire into the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) is prohibited and only complian:
products, having the necessary ESMA Certificat}
of Conformity, will be allowed into the country.
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Communicates with cable
supply industry and membe

associations as well as
Electrical Safety
Roundtable/Electrical Safet
First

Now focusing on
Distributors and to launch a
ACI wholesaler/distributor
scheme to encourage bette
practice within the industry
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Communicates with
Government, meeting as
appropriate with relevant
Ministers and MPs/MEPs
who share an interest and
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Attends relevant
conferences/events (Party
Conferences, relevant Seleg
Committee Group meetings
TSI Conference)

Communicates with other
industry sectors to share
experience and knowledge
In particular the
construction, insurance anc
fire safety industrieg
presentations and meetingg




The substandard cable problem

. Negative
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UK Distributors order overseas
manufacturers to produce
under sized cable

Mis-selling of data cable -(low
cost Copper Clad Aluminium
(CcA)) supplied and installed

Millions of metres of sub- Inferior cable product sold
standard cable removed and unmall'k.ed .maklngflt
destroyed Untraceable; misyse o trade
marks common place

Awareness of the sub-standard Government doesn taccept
cable issue has been

heightened

need for legislation
Encourages industry to self
regulation




Why we need change?

EMillions of metres of sustandard cable already discovered

ESub-standard cable found installed in houses, schools, hospitals and other public buildjngs
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operate- ALL risk lives

EContractors are risking their livelihood by buying and installing-approved cable
=He L EZA costly mistake when contractors must make good where-standard cable is installed

livelihoods
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Chinese flexible
cable showing
cracking of
sheath and
insulation

Non-compliant PVC Non-
flexible cables compliant
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Non-compffant”
armoured cables

Nonzcompliant
PVC arctic grade
TE—

“Top cableg CCA
- Cable advertised _

Non-compliant
VC arctic grade
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AClI is looking to tip the balance

A Legislation to ensure cable installed in
UK must be compliant with relevant
standards

A Such cable must be independently third
party approved

A ACI continues to press for legislative policy
change to enable better control over cable
imports at the point or place of entry.

A ACI is also pressing for changes to Wiring
Regulations to meet its aims.




What are the ACI doing

ALobbying Government, agencies, stakeholder groups
who can help

ACommunicating Issues as and when they happen
AManaging our own testing of suspect cable
AGetting closer to distributors

ATaking our work into the public arenhighlighting the
health and safety issues around satandard cable



Fire performance requirements
for cables under the CPR.
(Construction Products Regulation




